- WYOMING
STOCK GROWERS

AGRICULTURAL
LAND TRUST

December 2009

LANDER CONSERVATION EASEMENT FINALIZED

LANDER 1 Sixhundred and seventyur acresd ant wi |l dl i fe we so greatly
of working ranchland near Lander will remain in The conservation easement was purchased with
agriculture due to a newly placed conservation daseling from the Natural Resources Conservation
ment agreed on by Stan and Lillian Hovendick a8drvices (NRCS) through the Farm and Ranchland
the Wyoming Stock Growers Agricul-
tural Land Trust. The Hovendicks run
a cowcalf operation and raise alfalfa
on one of the few remaining ranches
along Highway 789. This productive
land provides winter range for mule
deer and pronghorn and buffers a sage
grouse lek on the adjacent Wind River
Reservation.

The Hovendick Ranch outside of
Lander placed 674 acres into a conser-
vation easement with the Wyoming
Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust.

Development has overtaken much
of the area, encroaching upon tradi-
tional habitat and reducing both the
distribution and abundance of wild-
life. The Hovendicks have worked dili-
gently to maintain a balance between
the wildlife and agricultural comg
nents of their ranch. The property
cludes approximately one mile of the
Popo Agie River corridor and provides accessPFutection Program, the Wyoming Wildlife and
wildlife to the Wind River Reservation to the nortNatural Resources Trust, local donors and a grant
and to ranches and federal land to the south. Pulilaan the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation through
fishing can be accessed using a tribal permit to Tiie Nature Conservancy. Project partners include
segment of the river. The Conservation Fund and the Wind River Pro-

iwWe are happy knowi ngrambfitha Jacksarf Hole tandSrusa n  and |
retire, our land will not be subdivided and ourranch i We ar e fortunate to have
wi || carry on for genemnarelationship withothecVoyameng &todk iGtowersa n F
dick said. ABecause ofAdrhiec velatsuermeelnt L avred weérestabd e
put a pivot over our hayfields which will save wafet, at e Conservationi st said
be more efficient and also reduce the work load. Tie resulting collective funding, affords Wyoming
easement also gives us peace of mind that the ammeulture producers incredible opportunities for

The Hovendick Ranch in Fremont County.
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