
WHEATLAND - The Board of the Wyoming 
Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust (WWNRT) 
awarded $730,000 to the Wyoming Stock Growers 
Agricultural Land Trust and partners for agricultural 
conservation easement projects at their regular meet-
ing in Wheatland on December 14.  

The WWNRT awarded a total of $4.8 million to 
28 separate projects in 13 of the state's 23 counties. It 
was the largest single allocation of funds in the his-
tory of the program, according to a press release. 

"We are fortunate to be able to continue the 
quality of conservation work we have going on in 
Wyoming," Chairman Delaine Rob-
erts, Etna, said. "The money we allo-
cated was about half of what was re-
quested, but it will generate more than 
$32 million of work on the ground." 

Pamela Dewell, Executive Director 
of the Wyoming Stock Growers Agri-
cultural Land Trust said, ñWithout the 
dollars provided by the Wyoming 
Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust, 
we would be unable to make use of 
funds from outside of the state which 
require a cash match.  

"Each year, millions of dollars flow 
into Wyoming from private founda-
tions, philanthropists and Farm Bill 
programs for the purchase of conserva-
tion easements and habitat enhance-
ment projects," she said. "The Landown-
ers we have worked with use this capital to purchase 
additional land, increase their herd, purchase equip-
ment, improve irrigation systems and pay down bank 
notes. The Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource 
Trust helps us conserve all that we love about Wyo-
ming and our stateôs economy too.ò 
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The Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural Land 
Trust was funded $280,000 for the Shepperson Ranch 
conservation easement in Park County and $100,000 for 
the Focus Ranch Conservation Easement in Carbon 
County. The Conservation Fund was awarded $350,000 
for the Cottonwood Ranch Easement III in Sublette 
County. This is the third easement to be held by the 
Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust on 
property owned by the Botur family. 

Projects using $200,000 or more in WWNRT 
funds will require review and approval by the Wyo-
ming Legislature in the upcoming session. 

"The board has seen every project on the ground, 
and we hammer on them pretty hard to make sure we 
are getting the most out of our dollars and our ef-
forts,ò Roberts said in a press release. ñI am confident 
we have funded another group of outstanding conser-
vation efforts led by local people in our state." 

The Clarendon Project in Sheridan Country. 


